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ALL OF OUR COURSES ARE RUN AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE COST AND NOT FOR PROFIT.  

Our aim is to identify and co-ordinate expertise from across our alliance, using exemplary teachers and 

leaders to provide high quality training and leadership development for staff across the local area, in order 

to support the achievement of excellent learner outcomes. 
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Research and Development Opportunities 

 

The Aspirer Teaching Alliance was one of the first  

National Research Schools designated by the  

IEE/EEF therefore, there are always opportunities to become involved 

with research and development studies and trials through The Aspirer 

Teaching Alliance.  

 

Our website is regularly updated so for the latest information please 

visit www.aspirerteachingalliance.co.uk or 

aspirer.researchschool.org.uk or contact Megan Dixon, Director of 

Research & Development and Research School Developer 

mdixon@aet.cheshire.sch.uk. 
 
 

Research2Teaching 
 

The Aspirer Teaching Alliance Research2Teaching Seminars aim to 

provide an opportunity for educational researchers to share their 

work and explore the practicalities of translating their findings 

into effective strategies for the classroom.  

 

The seminars are free to attend, open to all colleagues within school 

and refreshments are provided. Seminars usually run from 4pm – 5pm 

with the opportunity for questions afterwards. 

 

We have monthly seminars with fantastic speakers on a wide 

range of subjects so keep an eye on our website for updates: 

www.aspirerteachingalliance.co.uk. 

 

Please book your place by emailing abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk  

     

 

http://www.aspirerteachingalliance.co.uk/
mailto:mdixon@aet.cheshire.sch.uk
http://www.aspirerteachingalliance.co.uk/
mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk


 
  

 

EEF Guidance Report Twilights 

 

 

A taster opportunity to walk through the Education Endowment 

Foundation Guidance reports and begin to explore the 

implications for teaching and learning in school. The guidance 

reports contain clear and actionable recommendations for 

teachers on a range of high-priority issues, based on the best 

available evidence. Each session will focus on a different report, 

examining the core strands and some of the challenges they 

present to leaders and teachers.  

 

All sessions will take place from 4 – 5pm: 

 

¶ Tuesday 23rd October: Making Best Use of Teaching 

Assistants  

¶ Tuesday 27th November: Improving Literacy at KS1  

¶ Wednesday 5th December: Improving literacy at KS2 

¶ Monday 28th January: Improving maths at KS2/3  

¶ Wednesday 27th February: Metacognition and self -

regulated learning  

¶ Wednesday 27th March: Preparing for literacy  

¶ Tuesday 30th April: Science  

¶ Thursday 13th June: Literacy in secondary schools 

 

Completely free to attend, everyone welcome, refreshments 

provided. A charge of £25 will be made if you book a place and 

fail to attend. 

 

Venue: Ash Grove Academy, Belgrave Road, Macclesfield, 

Cheshire, SK11 7TF 

 

To Book: please email Alison abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk 
 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/
mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk


 
  

 

LEADING LEARNING 

Using evidence based practice to enhance teaching and learning 
A chance to: 

¶ Explore the evidence for a range of different strategies. 

¶ Plan for effective implementation and evaluation of new approaches. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
Why take part in this programme? 

¶ To make evidence-informed decisions about improving teaching and learning 

¶ To gain a range of tools to implement evidence based CPD 

¶ To meet the DFE 2016 Teachers’ Professional Development Standards  
 
Who should take part in this programme? 

¶ School Leaders/CPD Leads 

¶ CPD leads across TSA’s and MATs 

¶ Primary, Secondary and Special School Leaders 

¶ Prospective FE, senior leaders 

¶ Specialist and Local Leaders of Education 
 

LEADING LEARNING 
We know that improving the quality of teaching in the classroom has the biggest impact on student outcomes. To 
do this, at a time of scarce resources, we need to improve the quality of our CPD. The innovative programme 
provides a comprehensive overview of the most important research evidence in education, including the EEF 
Toolkit, so that school leaders can devise a high impact CPD programme (topics include metacognition, memory 
and mindset). The programme will support you with a range of evidence-based tools to help you to lead learning 
with success and to improve and evaluate your CPD programme. 

________________________________________________________________________

SESSION DATES & CONTENT 
 
Day 1: Wednesday 30th January 2019 9.30am – 3.30pm at Ash Grove Academy 
Investigating the evidence base for great teaching: 
¶ Unpack the EEF Teaching and Learning Toolkit 

¶ Interpret the latest research evidence for busy teachers 

¶ Transforming evidence into practice with useful case studies 

Day 2: Wednesday 3rd April 2019 9.30am – 3.30pm at Tytherington High School 
Translating evidence to have high impact in the classroom: 
¶ Explore essential topics such as metacognition and memory 

¶ Support teachers with accessible approaches to evidence 

¶ Receive a bank of tools and resources for evidence-based CPD 

Day 3: Friday 14th June 2019 9.30am – 3.30pm at Ash Grove Academy 
Sustain high-impact practice through evidence-based CPD: 
¶ Action planning to run your own evidence-based CPD in 2019-20 

¶ Gain tools for effective evaluation of practice 

¶ Gain an insight into the effective dissemination of evidence 
 
COST: £295 per person, including lunch & refreshments 
BOOKING: please contact abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk  
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Research Schools Network  |  Institute for Effective Education  |  Berrick Saul Building  |  University of York  |  Heslington  |  York  |  YO10 5DD 

01904 328166 

researchschool.org.uk 

@rs_network 

#ResearchSchoolsNetwork 

Research2Teaching  
 

Teaching and Learning for EAL: 
sharing thinking and practice  
 
Dr Naomi Flynn, from The University of 

Reading Institute of Education, will 

present some of the outcomes from an 

EAL teaching in England survey that she 

conducted in 2017. She is very 

interested to gather the reactions of 

teachers to some of the survey 

responses which puzzle her, and will be 

inviting your professional interpretation 

and feedback through group discussion 

and written notes. Additionally, Naomi 

is keen to share and discuss her recent 

observations of great EAL practice from 

multilingual classrooms in the USA. She 

will show us some examples of the 

teaching strategies she saw and the 

classroom observation tool used to 

capture and evaluate this. 
 
 
 

Date: Thursday 24th January 2019 2pm 

– 3.15pm 

Venue: Wilbraham Primary School, Platt 

Lane, Fallowfield, Manchester M14 7FB 

Cost: FREE FOR ALL SCHOOL STAFF 

To Book: please email Ali at 

abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Research2Teaching Seminars aim 

to provide an opportunity for 

educational researchers to share their 

work and explore the practicalities of 

translating their findings into 

effective strategies for the classroom. 
 
 

EAL: sharing 

thinking and 

practice  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Naomi Flynn 

 

 



 

  

Englicious 
 
So what exactly is Englicious? Englicious is a  
web-based resource (a library, if you will) of all  
kinds of resources that teachers can use at primary  
and secondary schools throughout Key Stages 1-5.  
Englicious will help your students: 
¶ learn about English grammar in a fun way, using interactive online 

resources, including exercises, projects and games, all of which can be 
projected onto an interactive whiteboard 

¶ develop their literacy skills, with a focus on spelling, punctuation and 
writing 

¶ stimulate their enjoyment of (using) language, both in spoken and 
written form 

¶ enhance their confidence 
¶ improve their test scores, especially the Year 3 and Year 6 SPaG tests 

What kind of materials does Englicious offer? 
¶ a year-by-year overview of the new programmes of study and 

attainment targets in the 2014 National Curriculum 
¶ hundreds of fully prepared lesson plans, including everything from 

bite-sized starters to larger projects, for use in the classroom 
¶ assessments for evaluating student attainment and progress 
¶ a complete and rigorous overview of English grammar 
¶ the entire National Curriculum Glossary, enhanced with new 

terminology enabling teachers to use terminology consistently 
throughout the Key Stages. There’s no more need to google grammar 
terms or to feel confused about terminology! 

¶ CPD materials for teachers to brush up on their own knowledge 
The site is fully compatible with the specifications of the UK National 
Curriculum (NC), so that you can be sure that the materials that you find 
there link directly to what you need to teach your students. 
 
Date: 5th February 2019, 10am – 3.15pm. 
Venue: The Wilmslow Academy, Handforth Rd, Wilmslow SK9 2LX 
Cost: £150+VAT per delegate. Lunch and refreshments included.  
Course Leader: Charlotte Clowes, Director of the Aspirer Teaching Alliance. 
To Book: please complete the booking form at the back of this booklet and 
return it to Alison abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk 
 

 

http://www.englicious.org/glossary
http://www.englicious.org/content-type/cpd
mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk
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PREPARING FOR LITERACY – A 

3 DAY EYFS PROGRAMME 

Improving communication,  

language & literacy in the Early 

Years – part of the Cheshire East 

Council Raising Attainment 

Programme 2018-19 

 
This programme will unpick the seven practical 

evidence based recommendations within the 

EEF Preparing for Literacy Guidance Report, in 

order to provide every child, including those 

from disadvantaged backgrounds, with a high 

quality and well-rounded foundation in early 

literacy, language and communication. 
 

Participants will explore evidence based 

approaches that schools can use to make a 

significant difference to children’s learning.  In 

addition, school case studies and supporting 

tools and resources will be shared giving 

practical advice and support. 

 

This programme is suitable for literacy leaders, 

headteachers and other staff with leadership 

responsibility in the early years. 

 

The course will be led by Eileen Allpress and 

Sarah Loxley from the Ipswich Research 

School, and the Cheshire East Council Early 

Years Team. 

Dates:  Day 1: 8th February 2019, 9.30-3.30 

 Day 2: 4th March 2019, 9.30-3.30 

 Day 3: 25th March 2019, 9.30-3.30 

(Delegates must attend all three days) 

Lunch and refreshments provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue: Ash Grove Academy, Belgrave Road, 

Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 7TF 

Cost: £295+VAT per person 
To Book: please email Ali on 

abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk 
 

Putting 
Evidence 

into 
Practice 

 
 

 

 



 
 

  

Inference Training (2 days training for a TA and teacher together) 

 

Many children who are able to decode text adequately find it more 

difficult to comprehend and infer meaning.  

Inference Training, based on the work of Yuill & Oakhill (2007) and 

developed further by Tony Whatmuff (ECaR Teacher Leader) in 

Leicester City, is a method of improving reading comprehension at 

KS2 & KS3. It was initially developed for pupils with age appropriate 

decoding skills but poor reading comprehension but is also suitable 

for pupils with improving decoding skills.  

It can be used as a small group intervention with a ratio of one-to-

four adult to pupil, or adapted to whole class teaching and guided 

group reading, most frequently delivered by a teaching assistant or 

teacher. Many of the strategies can be used effectively by teachers 

within guided reading. The effects of Inference Training for children 

have evaluated as “substantial-remarkable” by the Dyslexia Trust 

and it is included in Brooks (2007) ‘What works well for Children 

with Literacy Difficulties’. 

 

Dates:   Day 1 Monday 11th February 2019, 9.30am – 3.30pm. 

Day 2 Wednesday 13th March 2019, 9.30am – 3.30pm. 

(Delegates need to attend both days) 

 

Venue: Ash Grove Academy, Belgrave Road, Macclesfield, SK11 7TF. 

 

Cost: £400+VAT per school (for a teacher and a TA), including a 

resource file needed to deliver the training. Lunch and refreshments 

included. 

 

Course Leader: Megan Dixon, Director of Literacy at The Aspire 

Educational Trust. 
 

To Book: please complete the booking form at the back of this 

booklet and return it to Alison abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk  
 

mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk


 
  

× Helicopter Starter Training  

 

The Helicopter Technique...  

¶ Develops confidence, curiosity,  

concentration and communication  

skills in all children regardless of ability  

¶ Increases turn taking, attention span, speaking  

and listening skills and awareness of written  

language  

¶ Demonstrates spectacular and measurable gains in spoken 

narrative and language development skills even for pupils with 

SEN or EAL  

¶ Provides practitioners with evidence of children’s progress in 

language and communication  

 

Helicopter Starter Training includes an introduction to Storytelling and 

Story Acting and the practical application, and is suitable for anyone 

engaged with working with children between the ages of 18 months-7 

years old, including Early Years and Foundation Stage practitioners, 

speech and language specialists, SENCO's, Childminders, teaching 

assistants, playgroup staff and students. 

 

Date: Wednesday 6th March 2019, 9.15am – 3.15(ish)pm 

OR Friday 28th June 2019, 9.15am – 3.15(ish)pm 

 

Venue: Ash Grove Academy, Belgrave Road, Macclesfield, SK11 7TF 

 

Cost:  £150+VAT per delegate plus £25 for the resource books needed 

to deliver the training; lunch and refreshments provided. 

 

Course Leader: Sally Veale, Specialist Leader in Education and 

accredited Helicopter trainer. 

 

To Book: please complete the booking form at the back of this booklet 

and return it to Alison abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk  

 

 

mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk


  

TRAINING PROGRAMME – LONG-TERM LEARNING 

Course overview 

Over recent years, schools and teachers have become  
increasingly interested in how students learn and the  
role of memory in this process. In this course, we will draw on evidence 
from cognitive science to explore how to design lessons, units of work and 
policies that encourage knowledge retention and put students on the path 
to success. This will be relevant and useful for primary and secondary 
colleagues. 

¶ Which teaching methods have been shown to improve memory recall? 
¶ How can better course and curriculum planning improve the depth and 

scope of student knowledge? 
¶ What are the most effective revision strategies to teach our students? 
¶ How can we best prepare students for content-rich exams? 

Details 

Led by Dr Niki Kaiser, a Chemistry teacher with over 11 years’ experience, 
and Network Research Lead at Norwich Research School at Notre Dame 
High School. Niki is a Founding Fellow of the Chartered College of 
Teaching. 

Target audience: Primary and secondary Curriculum Leaders & 
classroom teachers. 

Dates:  Day 1: Tuesday 19th March 2019, 10am – 3pm   
Day 2: Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 10am – 3pm 
Day 3: Tuesday 14th May 2019, 10am – 3pm 
(Delegates need to attend all three days) 

Cost: £295+VAT per delegate 

Venue: The Aspirer Research School, Ash Grove Academy, Belgrave Road, 
Macclesfield, SK11 7TF 

To Book: please complete the booking form at the back of this booklet and 
return it to Alison abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk  

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/chemDrK
mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk


 

Bring Picture Books  

to Life – part of the Aspirer Research  

School Developing Reading  for Pleasure  

Research Project for 2018-19 
When we approach a text, we come  

armed with a different  set of skills,  

beliefs and knowledge bases that  

means that we will each read what is 

it front of us differently.  

 

Recognising what it is that children 

bring to a text, what they need to  

know in order to get the most from 

it and how we can set up dialogic  

conversations so that meaning  

making is built collaboratively  

rather than in isolation is  

something that is worth  

exploring. Knowing which  

texts offer a rich and  

rewarding reading  

experience and are more  

likely to promote genuinely  

engaging discussion requires some consideration and in a very busy teaching life it is 

hard to find these books and know where to look and what kind of conversations bring 

out the best in everyone involved.  

Mat's session will approach these areas through the use of picturebooks, narratives 

which provide the space for readers to read and reread at multiple levels. The day will 

involve learning the language of picturebooks, exploring a range of texts from 

Foundation all to the way to Year 6, and considering new ways that we can plan for and 

make space for quality, dialogic discussion around these versatile and rich texts. It 

promises to support your pedagogical thinking around the teaching of reading in ways 

that you will not have experienced before and make your practice all the richer because 

of it.  

Mat Tobin teaches English and Children's Literature in Primary ITE and both the Primary 

PGCE and the 3-7 Early Years PGCE. He also teaches Early Children's Literature 

on the undergraduate degree in Early Childhood Studies and leads several modules on 

the MA/PGCert in Education with a focus on Imagination and Creativity and Children's 

Reading. He has research interests in children's literature and the Reading for Pleasure 

agenda and is currently starting his doctorate in exploring multimodal approaches to 

locality-based children’s literature, and how these approaches can enrich the meaning-

making of both text and place. 

 

Date: Friday 29th March 2019 9.30am-3.30(ish)pm 

Venue: Ash Grove Academy, Belgrave Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 7TF 

Cost: £75+VAT per person 

To Book: email abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

  

Meek tells us 

that reading 

does not happen 

in a vacuum 

(1988)  
Mat Tobin, Senior 

Lecturer in Education at 

Oxford Brookes University 
 

 

mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk


 

 
 

  

NQT Registration with an Appropriate Body 
 
The Aspirer Teaching Alliance is an Appropriate Body for the 
Professional Induction of Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs).  
 
The appointment of an Appropriate Body is a statutory requirement 
for the induction period of NQTs and the Appropriate Body makes the 
final decision as to whether an NQT has met the Teachers’ Standards 
on the recommendation of the Headteacher/Principal.  
 
This service is built around the three main responsibilities of 
administration, quality assurance and supporting & monitoring. It is 
the responsibility of schools to ensure that they commit appropriate 
resources to the induction of NQTs. It is the responsibility of the 
Appropriate Body to ensure quality of this induction provision. 
Our current NQT Package consists of: 
 

¶ Registration and monitoring the progress of NQTs and report to 
the National College for Teaching and Learning 

¶ Making decisions on the outcome of statutory induction for NQTs 

¶ Giving advice where NQTs are at risk of failure and advising on 
appropriate support packages for the NQT 

¶ Providing advice and guidance on the induction of NQTs for 
Headteachers/Principals, Induction Tutors and NQTs 
 

The cost is £250+VAT for the first NQT and £200+VAT for each 
additional NQT.  
 
If you would like to register your NQT’s with the Aspirer Teaching 
Alliance Appropriate Body please complete the form on the next page 
and return by email to abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk  or FAO 
Alison Broadhurst, The Aspirer Teaching Alliance, c/o Ash Grove 
Academy, Belgrave Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 7TF. 
 

mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk


Newly Qualified Teacher Registration Form            
 

School:                                                                        School Establishment No: 
 

NQTôs Full Name: 

NQTôs Date of Birth: 

Teacher Ref. Number (e.g. 09/12345): 

NQTôs Email: 

 

NQTôs Induction Tutor: 

Induction Tutorôs Email Address: 

Statutory Induction start date in your school: 

Type of contract e.g. temporary/fixed term: 

Contract end date if known: 

If the NQT only works part time, please state the FTE: 

If the NQT is undertaking induction in more than one school, please name the schools where the 
NQT is teaching and confirm which is the ólead schoolô: 
 
 
If the NQT has completed a period of statutory induction prior to joining your school, please state 
where and when: 
 
Date when NQT achieved Qualified Teacher status (month and year) 

Please confirm that the NQTôs Qualified Teacher Status has been checked.          Yes        

Age group taught: 

Subject Specialism: 

 

Headteachers Declaration: 

This school is able to provide the monitoring and support needed to prepare the NQT to meet the 

requirements for the satisfactory completion of the induction period. (Please refer to guidance DCSF-

00364-2008) 

Signed:                                                                            (Headteacher)   Date: 

Please return this form within two weeks of an NQT starting in your school. Thank you. 

Please send the completed form to: 
Alison Broadhurst                                                                                         
The Aspirer Teaching Alliance                                                                          
Ash Grove Academy                                                          Tel: 01625 383075 
Belgrave Road                                                                   Email: abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk 
Macclesfield 
SK11 7TF 

mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk


 
 

 
 
 

 
C/O Ash Grove Academy     Contact: Alison Broadhurst  
Belgrave Rd                                                                         abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk  
Macclesfield        01625 383075 
SK11 7TF         

 

CPD Booking Form 
 

Please complete the required information and return to the email address above. 
You will receive an email confirmation of your place on the course, many thanks. 

 

Name of person making the 
booking: 
 
 

 

Course Title:  
 

 

Number of places required: 
 

 
 

 

School/Organisation name: 
 

 
 

 

Full names of delegate(s) 
 

 
 
 
 

Email address of delegate(s) (will 
be used for pre-course information 
only and will NEVER be shared) 
 

 
 
 
 

Special Dietary Requirements 
(only required for full-day 
courses): 
 

 
 
 
 

Purchase Order Number for 
invoice: 
 

 
 
 
 

Email or postal address for invoice: 
 

 
 
 
 

Cancellation Policy: Cancellation of a booking must be received in writing at least 10 working days prior to the 
course start date, otherwise the following costs will be incurred: 50% of the course fee will be payable for 
cancellations received between 10 & 6 working days prior to the course date, with 100% of the fee being 
payable for cancellations received later or for non-attendance. Substitutions are welcome at any time. 

                                                                                             

 

mailto:abroadhurst@aet.cheshire.sch.uk

